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It was ordered and commanded by God Himself that labor should 
be repaid according to what it is worth. “Thou shalt not muzzle the 
ox that treadeth out the corn,” He commanded the Jews in the Old 
Testament, and in the New Testament this is explained to mean: 
“The laborer is worthy of his hire.” Hence it is right that labor, 
in this world, should receive its due wages. It is right that the man 
whose work is harder should receive more wages than he whose work 
is easy; it is right that he who has a greater responsibility than 
another should be paid a higher salary; it is right that one who 
works longer hours than another should be paid for this additional 
time, ete. 

Would to God that this were always observed by all men, that 
both the employers and the employees would always act accordingly. 
Then there would be less contention and more contentment on this 
earth. Would that all employers would pay their workmen what they 
earn, in accordance with the divine warning: “Behold, the hire of 
the laborers,” etc., James 5, 4. And would that all laborers were 
satisfied with the wages which they can justly claim, according to 
the admonition of John the Baptist: “Be content with your wages!” 
And would that they would all serve their masters faithfully, “not 
- purloining, but showing all good fidelity,” as Paul writes to Titus. 

Although this principle holds good among men, that “the laborer 
is worthy of his hire,” and that all wages are in proportion to the 
work, yet this is not the case between man and God. In the eyes 
of God all labor done only for the sake of obtaining wages is 
worthless. Hence a Christian does not work for this reason. On 
the contrary, he works because it is God’s will and command that he 
should work, because God has said: “In the sweat of thy brow shalt 
thou eat bread.” He works, of course, in order that he may eat his 
own bread honestly; for God’s Word says “that whosoever will not 
work, neither shall he eat.” He works, furthermore, to be able to 
support those of his own household; for the Scriptures say that the 
man who neglects this duty “hath denied the faith, and is become 
worse than a heathen.” And lastly, he works “that he may have to 
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give to him that needeth.” “For if any have this world’s goods,” etc., 
1 John 3, 17. “Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry,” etec., 
Is. 58, 7. Hence a Christian will not quit working when he thinks 
he has saved enough money to last him for his lifetime, provided he 
is still able to work, but he will keep on working because he knows 
this is the will of his heavenly Father, and because, with the money 
he will thus earn, he will be able to do good to his fellow-men. 
Now, if a Christian does even the work of his worldly calling 
not for the sake of the wages he receives for it, but in obedience to 
the command of God, then this holds good all the more in regard to 
the work which he does in the Lord’s vineyard. It is this important 
subject that our text treats of. Let me, therefore, speak to you of 


THE LABORERS IN THE LORD’S VINEYARD. 


We must pay attention 
1. To the work which the laborers perform, 
2. To the wages which they receive. 


1: 


The “householder” who went out in the morning and at the 
third and sixth and eleventh hour to hire laborers into his vineyard 
is God Himself; for we are told in the.very first words of our text 
that the kingdom of heaven was to be represented by the parable, and 
in this kingdom God is the Ruler. Hence He alone has a right to 
hire laborers for the vineyard and to set the terms under which they 
shall work. 

Of Him it is said that He hires laborers for His vineyard. The 
vineyard, we are told, is to represent the kingdom of heaven, that is, 
God’s kingdom here on earth, or the Christian Church. God indeed 
reigns over all the earth; heaven and earth are His kingdom where 
He rules with His almighty power. But the Church is the kingdom 
of His grace, where He has His chosen people who, in the life to 
come, shall enter the kingdom of His glory. Into this vineyard He 
calls people through the Gospel. Wherever that is preached the call 
goes forth to come into His vineyard. 

From this, then, we see who the laborers are that are called into 
this vineyard. They are the men that live in this world. To them 
the Gospel is preached. “Go ye and teach all nations,” is Christ’s 
command. And God wills that all men should enter His vineyard 
and become laborers therein. Therefore He sends all the men into 
His vineyard whom He finds idle in the marketplace, and therefore 
He goes out several times during the day to see whether He can 
find some more that are without work. In other words, God wills 
and commands that the Gospel should be preached to all men. “Go 
ye into all the world,” ete., is Christ’s command to His disciples. 
For this reason God, at various times of the world’s history, issued a 
universal call, for instance, in the day of Adam, Noah, Christ, and 
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of the Reformation, so that all people, all men, might hear the call 
and follow it. 

God hires men for His vineyard that they should labor therein. 
This especially I would now impress upon you. My friends, you have 
all been called by God into His vineyard; there is no doubt as to that. 
Already in infancy you were initiated into the Church through Holy 
Baptism, and since then you have been called again and again. In 
the first place, your pious parents told you the Gospel-truths; your 
teachers at school taught them to you; your pastors have preached 
them to you Sunday for Sunday. God has called you into His vine- 
yard. Have you followed the call? 

And mark well, He has called you to do some work there. You 
should not stand around and idle away your time, but you are to work. 
There is work for each and every one of us: work for the aged and 
work for the young, work for the men and work for the women. Are 
you a young man whom God has endowed with gifts for studying? 
You can do no better than to enter a theological seminary and pre- 
pare for the ministry and thus to devote your whole life to the Lord. 
But we are not all gifted that way. To some of us God has given 
strong muscles. Very well, let such devote themselves to manual 
labor and bring the offerings which they have saved to the altar of 
the Lord. Others, again, He has endowed with the faculty of con- 
ducting a business. Very well, let them devote themselves to the 
work for which they are adapted, and give of their earnings to the 
Lord. To some He gives the faculty of teaching: let them go and 
take care of the lambs of Christ. Ah, also the woman has her share 
to perform in the kingdom of God. God indeed does not want her to 
publicly teach or preach the Word, for thus says St. Paul, 1 Cor. 
14, 34. 35: “Let your women,” ete. But although they are prohibited 
from doing that kind of work, still there is plenty to do for them, 
too. They can serve the Lord by attending to their household duties. 
That is their share of the work which the Word of God allots to 
them. For Paul writes to Titus that the young women should love 
their husbands and their children, that they should be “discreet . . . 
husbands,” Tit. 2, 4. 5. In doing these things, doing them in faith, 
they will serve the Lord, will do their work in His vineyard. Even 
though this kind of work does not shine in the eyes of men and does 
not give them worldly fame, it is well-pleasing to the Lord. And 
perhaps some woman whose whole time is not taken up by her home 
duties may do a good work by going about and ministering to the 
sick and poor. A woman is tender-hearted, and naturally, therefore, 
more adapted for this kind of work than man. Let every woman 
that is gifted in this direction and has a little leisure, know that 
“pure religion . . . their affliction,’ James 1, 27. Yes, let us all 
remember that whatsoever we do unto the least of Christ’s brethren 
we are doing unto Christ Himself. Giving to the poor, as well as 
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giving to the Church, is working in God’s vineyard. Can we not all 
do a little of this? Have we not all a little to spare? And if we 
have not, then we can all at least pray, pray that God’s name may 
be hallowed, that His kingdom may come. That much we can all 
do, even though we were too poor to give alms to the needy, or con- 
tribute something towards the spread of the Gospel, or too old or 
too weak to perform labor of any kind. And finally let us bear in 
mind that it is also working for God, in God’s vineyard, when we 
willingly bear the trials and afflictions which God sends us to bear. 
If we bear them patiently and cheerfully, if we show that in spite 
of them we are happy and content with our lot, who knows but what 
an infidel who feels unhappy, notwithstanding the enjoyment of 
temporal blessings, may learn that true happiness can only be found 
by faith in Christ. Who knows whether our silent patience may not 
be a loud testimony to him for the truth of the Christian religion, 
and thus bring him to Christ. History tells us that, during the times 
of the persecution of the Christians, men who had been hired to cut 
off the heads of confessors often would finally throw down their 
swords, and, overpowered by the courage and cheerfulness with which 
these confessors suffered death, would suddenly confess their faith 
in the Christian religion. Let us, therefore, bear all trials patiently 
and willingly, knowing that thus we also serve God and labor in His 


vineyard. 
2. 


Such is the work which the Lord appoints to the laborers in 
His vineyard. Now we shall hear of the wages which they receive 
for their work. — We read in the text that the householder agreed 
with the laborers for a penny a day. Those whom he hired later in 
the day were all assured that they would receive what was right. 
When evening came on, the master told his steward: “Call the 
laborers ... the first.” And so those who had gone to the vineyard 
in the eleventh hour, and had worked only an hour, came first and 
received their penny, followed by those: who had begun at the sixth 
and third hours, and finally by those who had been hired early in 
the morning, each receiving his penny. 

At first glance it might appear as though this penny which all 
the laborers received for their work was eternal life Even if that 
were the meaning, it would be very apparent that this would not be 
the wages which they had earned by their work. For they all re- 
ceived the same reward, those who worked all day, and those who 
only worked one hour. The latter surely did not earn it, but received 
part of it as a present. But there is a circumstance which renders 
this explanation impossible. When all had received their penny, 
those who had labored all day murmured against the master because 
he had made them equal to those who had worked a shorter time. 
Now, if the penny were to signify eternal life in heaven, then 
undoubtedly this murmuring would not have occurred, for in heaven 
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there is no discontent. Hence‘ we are compelled to find another ex- 
planation. The penny must be something that is received in this 
life, where so much discontent and murmuring against God’s ways 
and benefits prevails. Now what is it that God gives to us here 
on earth for our labor in His vineyard, and which also they receive 
who are not satisfied with God’s dealings, and thus prove themselves 
false servants of His? It is the manifold blessings of God’s mercy 
that we enjoy here on earth, which Luther enumerates in the ex- 
planation of the First Article: “clothing and shoes... from all 
evil.” For although some receive more of this than others, yet the 
gift with all remains the same, and all receive more than they 
deserve; indeed, nobody deserves anything of this in reality, but, 
as Luther says, God gives us all this “purely out of fatherly, divine 
goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in us.” But 
although this is so, still, at the same time, these benefits serve as a 
reward for the good works of men. Therefore Christ says of the 
self-righteous Pharisees, who were not satisfied with this reward, 
believing that God owed heaven to them: “Verily, I say unto you, 
they have their reward,” that is to say, they dare expect no more 
than what they have already received. Hence, too, the master says 
to one of those laborers who murmured against him: “I do thee no 
wrong... thee,” 7. e., You have already received what I have promised 
to you for your work. “Son, remember,” etc., Luke 16, 25. Hence 
I owe you nothing. Therefore go your way; you cannot enter my 
heaven; you did not deserve it! What little good you have done 
has been amply, overabundantly, repaid by the benefits I lavished 
upon you during your life on earth, whilst by the evil which you 
have constantly done, by your wickedness, you have indeed deserved 
everlasting damnation in the fires of hell. Therefore go where you 
belong, to the devil and his angels, whom you have served by your 
life of iniquity. And thus the first shall become last, and the last 
first, that is, those who relied on their own good works as rendering 
them worthy of heaven, shall be cast out, while those who considered 
themselves unworthy of heaven shall be received into its blessed 
mansions, not because they deserved it, but by grace, and because, 
as we learn from other passages of Scripture, they believed in Christ 
and trusted in Him for their salvation. 

My dear hearers, by all our labor in the vineyard of the Lord we 
can earn nothing in the eyes of God. If we have done all that we 
are commanded to do, we must say: “We are unprofitable servants ; 
we have done that which was our duty to do.” Let us, then, do the 
work which the Lord has assigned to us, patiently and faithfully, 
not for the sake of reward, but because it is the Lord’s will that 
we should, and we may rest assured that, out of pure grace, God 
will reward us a thousandfold for all that we have done in His 
service. Amen. Geel 
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Sermon on the Gospel for the First Sunday in Lent. 
Marr. 4, 1—11. 


Our first parents were led to depart from God and His Word 
by the seduction of the devil. Hiding in the serpent, that arch- 
enemy of mankind approached Adam and Eve, and induced them 
to doubt the Word of God and to disobey His divine injunction 
against eating of the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil. And this fall of our progenitors was the fall of our whole race; 
it brought all the temporal and eternal woe and misery upon us to 
which we are now subject. “By one man sin entered into the 
world,” ete., Rom. 5, 12. The ruin of our race was thus complete. 
But God is merciful, and He still desired man’s happiness. So He 
concluded to send mankind a Savior from their dreadful state. 
Immediately after the fall He promised this Savior, so that man 
might have hope. For thus He said to the serpent: “I will put 
enmity,” etc., Gen. 3, 15. This promise was fulfilled in Christ. He, 
the Son of God, came into the world, becoming the “Seed of the 
woman,” so that He might bruise the serpent’s head, 7. e., overcome 
the devil and deliver us from his power, from sin, death, and hell. 
But in order to do this, He must meet the enemy and overcome him 
in deadly conflict. And in the Gospel-lesson of to-day we read of one 
of the great conflicts in the war that our Savior waged with the 
devil for man’s rescue. It shows us how the Second Adam was 
tempted like the first, but how, unlike the first, the Second Adam 
overcame the foe. As the devil had been successful in the temptation 
of our first parents, and had obtained the victory over man, so it was 
necessary that our Redeemer should be tempted and obtain the victory 
over the devil. Therefore we are told that the Spirit Himself led 
Christ into the wilderness to endure the conflict with Satan and 
overcome the wily and wicked enemy of man. To this 


TEMPTATION OF CHRIST 


let. us therefore now direct our attention. Let us endeavor to learn, 
1. Its nature, 2. Its object: 


A; 

Satan, in his attempt to conquer and seduce our Savior, made 
three desperate attacks upon Him; but in each he was foiled and 
finally routed. He began by an attempt to induce our Lord to 
doubt His Father’s love and to cease to trust His Father’s care. 
“And when He had fasted,” ete, vv. 2—4. Our Lord, then, in ac- 
cordance with His Father’s will, because it was nécessary for our 
redemption, in order to expiate the sins of gluttony and drunken- 
ness, had been fasting forty days and nights. And although being 
miraculously upheld during this long space of time by the almighty 
power of God without food and drink, yet, being a man like unto us, 
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sin only excepted, He had become hungry. And at this juncture the 
devil approached Him and tempted Him to supply, in a miraculous 
way, the food He craved, if He were really the Son of God and 
thus possessed that power. This suggestion looked very reasonable. 
Why should Christ suffer hunger when He had the power to supply 
the food He wanted? But the devil well knew that it was His 
Father’s will that He should fast, and that it was His duty to trust 
His Father to care for Him, even though He must go without food. 
The devil therefore evidently tried to make Him doubt that He was 
really the Son of God, or to cause Him to provide bread for Him- 
self in disregard of His Father’s will. It is as though Satan would 
say: Thou wast declared to be the Son of God at Thy baptism a 
few weeks ago; but dost Thou not see that God has forsaken Thee? 
Would He let Thee suffer hunger if Thou wert His beloved Son? 
Cast away such confidence! And if Thou art His Son, prove it by 
helping Thyself out of the present distress, since other help is not 
rendered. Thus in every way the Tempter sought to insinuate doubt 
into the Savior’s mind. But “He said: It is written,” ete., Deut. 8, 3. 
Bread is, indeed, the ordinary means of sustaining life, but it is such 
only because it is the will of God, and because His Word has so 
appointed it. If God so please, He can sustain man’s life also without 
bread, by His mere word. Bread cannot do this without God’s 
blessing. Hence man lives not by bread alone, but by every word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. And therefore our Lord 
need not make bread out of stones. He knew that He could live 
without bread if His Father so willed it. And to His Father’s care 
He was willing to trust, and thus He resisted the temptation. 

But Satan was not ready to abandon his purpose. Failing in 
his effort to lead our Savior to doubt and distrust, he endeavored to 
lure Him into the opposite sin of presumption and of tempting God. 
And as our Lord had used against him the words of Holy Scripture, 
he artfully seeks to employ the same means for the accomplishment of 
his wicked purpose. “Then the devil taketh Him,” etc, vv. 5—7. 
Our Lord had expressed His trust in His Father’s Word. Therefore 
the devil now also referred Him to a word of God, suggesting to 
Him that if He had such confidence in the Word of God, He should 
manifest it by casting Himself down from the pinnacle on which He 
stood, for God had promised protection to His children, and if He 
were the Son of God, no harm could befall Him. This, too, seems 
plausible. But it is based upon a misrepresentation of Scripture. 
Satan garbled the passage from the 91st Psalm which he quoted, 
omitting the words: “to keep thee in all thy ways.” Only as long, 
then, as we remain in the way which God has called us to go may we 
expect the protection of His angels in whatever dangers that threaten 
us there; but when we depart' from these ways, when we plunge into 
needless danger, we have no promise that God will preserve our life 
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and body from harm. But that was exactly what Satan wanted 
Jesus to do. He wanted Him to rush headlong into danger, and 
thus tempt God, trusting presumptuously that God would deliver 
Him from the death into which He was plunging by His own choice. 
But Christ met the devil by quoting another passage from Scripture: 
“Again it is written ... . God.” This shows how the devil had mis- 
applied the words of the Psalm. If we put our trust in God when 
walking in our ways, we are safe, God will protect us; but if we 
choose our own path, in opposition to the Word of God, if we plunge 
ourselves into needless danger, we are merely tempting Him to ac- 
commodate Himself to our reckless will; and if we perish in such 
an attempt, we must not blame Him, but ourselves. Thus our Lord 
again resists the devil’s wily temptation, and thus once more dis- 
comfits him. 

But still Satan was not ready to abandon his enterprise. He 
knew how much depended upon his success in this conflict. His 
kingdom was at stake. He therefore made a third attempt. “Again 
the devil,” etc., vv. 8—11. Satan seems to have become desperate. 
At first he appeared as an angel of light who solicited only what 
seemed reasonable and right; now he exposes his wickedness and 
his rebellion against God. Fall down and worship the devil! What 
a price to be paid for the transient gift the lying prince of this 
world is able to bestow! It seems-that the devil for a moment was 
unconscious of the fact that Christ was really the Son of God, or 
was in doubt about it, because Christ hid His divine majesty under 
the outward appearance of a weak man. Otherwise it would be 
hard to account for such an awkward attempt on the part of such 
a wily, cunning foe as Scripture shows him to be. But forgetting 
or doubting this, and remembering how riches, honor, and glory of 
the world attract poor sinful humanity, he once more tried to seduce 
Him by offering these to Him on condition that He abdicate God 
and worship him, the enemy of God. But this was more than our 
Lord could bear. “Get thee hence, Satan,” he now commands, 
“for... serve” Three times Satan had now tempted Him, and 
three times He had overcome the temptation. And now it is enough. 
The devil was now compelled to leave Him and thus to admit his 
defeat. And God the Father acknowledged the triumph of His Son 
by sending His angels to minister unto Him. 


2. 


The blessing which this vietory of Christ over the devil means 
to us and all men becomes apparent when we consider the object of 
this temptation. Christ was tempted for our benefit, that His victory 
might be ours, and that His example might guide us in our conflicts 
with the Tempter. 

First, then, the victory of our Lord was a victory gained for 
the human race. Satan, as we heard at the beginning, attacked 
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mankind in Adam, and when he fell, our whole race was plunged 
into ruin and perdition. Christ was the Second Adam who came 
to restore us. In Him, mankind was to have a new trial. Therefore 
Satan’s attack upon our Lord was so fierce and desperate. If He, 
too, could have been led into sin, the entire plan of salvation which 
Jesus was to work out for us would have been a failure. If He, 
our Representative, stood firm against all the power and all the 
wiles of the devil, there would still be hope for lost souls. Therefore, 
for our sakes, as the representative of mankind, Christ submitted 
to the temptations recorded in our text, and when He gloriously 
triumphed over the Tempter, that triumph was the triumph of 
humanity. By thus resisting the temptations of the devil, the 
Savior began to undo the work which the devil had done for our 
destruction in the temptation and fall of our first parents. He 
was our Substitute in His conflict with the devil and in His con- 
quest, and all we have to do to share His victory is to believe in 
Him. For by faith we apprehend and accept Him as our Savior, 
and faith, therefore, is the means by which each one individually 
partakes of all His achievements and triumphs. 

But although Christ overcame the devil for us, although His 
victory over him is the victory of all mankind, and although the 
devil has therefore lost his power over us and lies vanquished at 
our feet, yet he does not cease his efforts at regaining his power over 
the individual members of our race. He still tempts men as he 
tempted Adam and Eve, and as he tempted Christ. By whose power, 
then, shall we resist him? Are we strong enough in ourselves to 
overcome him? Alas, no! “With might of ours can naught be 
done .. . field forever” Thus sings Luther in his mighty battle- 
hymn, “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God.” Yes, as the victory of 
Christ over the devil was our victory, and as this victory becomes 
ours by faith, so we can also resist the attacks which the devil makes 
upon us by the power of our Lord Jesus Christ. “We are more 
than conquerors through Him that loved us,” Rom. 8, 37. In Him, 
therefore, we must trust, upon His almighty assistance we must rely, 
to Him we must take refuge in earnest prayer, when the devil 
attacks us; through Him, and through Him alone, we shall be 
conquerors in the fight. 

In the second place, Christ’s temptation is also an example 
for us showing us how we may expect to be tempted, and what 
course we must pursue to overcome the Tempter. As our Lord was 
tempted by the devil soon after His baptism, so we, too, may expect 
to be tempted by Satan as soon as we are consecrated to God and 
receive His Holy Spirit by that sacrament of regeneration; for it 
is his only pleasure and desire to lead souls away from Christ. Even 
children are allured by him into evil ways; and as the baptized 
grow up, the temptations surround them on every side. They 
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generally assume the same forms in which they were presented to 
our Lord, and in these various shapes we may expect to meet them. 

They come, first, as an enticement to distrust our Father’s love 
and merey. As the Savior was tempted to doubt His being the 
object of God’s loving care, and to provide for His wants Himself, 
instead of leaving this to God, so we, when in need, when called 
upon to bear many tribulations and with many a groan to march 
onward upon the thorny road to the glory above, are tempted to 
doubt whether we are the children of God for whom His love always 
amply provides. We are then tempted to ask: If God were truly 
my Father, and I His child, would He permit this? Would He 
thus let me suffer want and affliction? Satan would then have us 
doubt whether God is kind when He does not bestow His gifts upon 
us according to the measure of our wishes and expectations, or, when 
we must undergo many sufferings, whether we are God’s beloved 
children. Or he would tempt us to turn our backs upon God, to 
abandon all trust in His help, and to resort to illicit means for the 
purpose of helping ourselves, to dishonesty, fraud, or questionable 
speculations, or at any rate to seek help with man, with our friends 
and relatives, to rely upon the creature, instead of upon the almighty 
Creator. Oh, let us then learn to resist this temptation as our 
Savior did! Let us remember that man lives not by bread alone, 
but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. He 
can and He will provide for us, for He is almighty and kind. 
Therefore let us trust in Him for our sustenance! 

Again, Satan tempts us to presumption as he tempted Christ 
in that way. There is not such great danger that we will tempt 
God by plunging into needless bodily dangers, although this also 
happens at times. But in a spiritual way the devil tempts us all 
to such presumption. Have you not often been tempted to rely upon 
your spiritual strength, your unwavering faith, and in such self- 
reliance to think yourself able to stand in the dangers that threaten 
the destruction of your souls?) Ah, many a Christian, thinking that 
no harm could come to him, because he is a child of God, has thus 
virtually invited temptation, and has perished in it. Many have, for 
instance, gone to theaters, dances, and other places of worldly amuse- 
ments, presuming that their faith was strong, that if anything im- 
proper occurred, it would not harm them — and, behold, God with- 
drew His hand from them and permitted them to perish in the 
danger which they sought themselves. Their conscience became 
seared, their soul polluted, they strayed away from the ways of the 
Lord more and more, until, finally, their faith was altogether ex- 
tinguished, and they were lost! Brethren, beware of this temptation 
of spiritual presumption! Flee, flee, every sin and every temptation 
to sin! Avoid every place where you might be tempted to sin! 
Remember, “Thou shalt not tempt the Lord, thy God!” And re- 
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member also in this connection: As Satan quoted Scripture to our 
Savior, but as he garbled it to suit his purpose, so he still tempts 
men by abusing the Word of God. He does this especially through 
false prophets. Ah! they all quote Scripture, they all claim to take 
their teachings from the Bible. But be not deceived! ‘Beloved, 
believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they be of God!” 
The world is flooded with false teachers in our days; therefore you 
must be vigilant and hold to God’s Word if you would escape this 
temptation. 

Finally, as Satan tempted Christ with the kingdoms of the world 
and the glory of them, so he will also endeavor to entice us away 
from God and into his service by the allurements of earthly riches, 
honor, and pleasures. Many a Christian who, as long as he was 
poor and lowly, held firmly to God, quickly turned his back upon his 
heavenly Father when riches and honor were held out to him. Ah! 
“Tt is easier for a camel,” etc., Matt. 19, 24. Let not earthly gain 
and honor tempt you to forsake your God and to serve the devil! 
Nor let sinful earthly pleasures possess your heart. Ah, what great 
danger lurks here especially for the young! They see their com- 
panions go to dances and other places of worldly amusement, and 
oh, how the devil tempts them to go also! Beware, beware, my dear 
young friends! You cannot go to such places without bowing down 
to the devil and worshiping him. 

In all these, and in many thousand different ways the devil will 
approach us and tempt us every day. Oh, let us then be vigilant 
and resist him, resist him by the power of our Lord! And that we 
may the better be equipped to fight him, our Lord Himself also 
teaches us by His example how to obtain the victory over him. He 
met every attack of the devil by a word of Scripture. “It is written,” 
that was His reply to Satan’s temptations every time. And that is 
the way in which we must also meet his temptations. We must 
always be ready to hurl “It is written” into his face. This shows 
us the importance of an intimate acquaintance with the Scripture. 
The more we know of these, the better will we be prepared to resist 
and rebuke Satan. If we neglect the study of that Word, then we 
will easily be caught in Satan’s snares, for then we do not know 
how to avoid them. The Word is the weapon with which we must 
resist Satan and put him to rout; without the Word we are lost. 
Oh, therefore, my hearers, study the Word of God; read it every 
day; meditate upon it; think over it while you are at work and 
while you are resting; let it be your companion day and night. 
Make diligent use of the opportunity God has given you to hear His 
Word preached and explained to you, so that you may always be- 
come better acquainted with it, that you may constantly grow in the 
knowledge of it, learn to apply it better, and become more dexterous 
in handling the Sword of the Spirit against the enemy of your 
soul. Then, in whatever shape Satan may come to you, however he 
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may tempt you, you will learn to ward off his temptations by a Word 
of Scripture and thus come off victors in the fight. — God help us 
all to resist all the temptations of Satan by the power of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and finally to triumph over our enemy eternally. Amen. 


G. L. 


— + ee ___—_——__ 


Sermon Outlines for Lenten Season. 


I 


LuKE 22, 44. 


We are entered upon that most solemn period of the year when the 
Church goes up to Calvary that she may stand by the cross of her suffer- 
ing Lord. We shall, therefore, in the course of these services turn our 
thoughts to such scenes and events as stand connected with the last days 
of our blessed Redeemer. 

One scene of the Passion story which, if omitted, we would greatly 
miss — the scene which occurred under the trees of the garden that lies 
on the slope of Mount Olivet, Gethsemane! What sacred recollections 
cluster around that name; to the consideration of what momentous 
things it invites us! Let us, then, now direct our thoughts in hallowed 
study to it. : 
THE AGONY IN THE GARDEN. 


1. The witnesses. 2. The causes. 


1- 


Our blessed Lord, having instituted the Holy Sacrament, having given 
His disciples the most tender consolations against their approaching sor- 
rows, and having offered up in their behalf a most affectionate and ardent 
prayer, departs with them from Jerusalem and crosses the Brook Cedron 
which flowed at the edge of the city. Over this brook King David once 
passed with a small number of faithful followers when he fled from the 
Holy City to avoid the treachery of rebellious Absalom. Now the greater 
Son of David crosses it, not to flee from, but to meet, his betrayer. Beyond 
this stream, about a mile’s distance from the city, was the Mount of Olives, 
at the foot of which was a peaceful enclosure where Jesus was often wont, 
after the toils of the day, to retire, to hold communion with His heavenly 
Father. He takes with Him Peter, James, and John, and retires with 
them into the interior of the garden, whilst the remainder of His disciples 
remain without. It was necessary that believers should know what Christ 
had undergone for their salvation, and so it was needful that there should 
be witnesses of this, one of the principal scenes of His sufferings. But 
why, you may question, were just these particular disciples chosen from 
the rest? Two reasons may be assigned: 1. It appears from the whole 
Gospel history that these three were peculiarly beloved by our Lord, in 
evidence of which He bestowed upon them only new and characteristic 
names; they were, as one of the church fathers expresses it, “the elect 
among the elect.” 2. A second reason for the selection of these three 
. disciples to be witnesses of His agony was, because they were better pre- 
pared than the others to behold this deep humiliation of their Lord, since 
they only had witnessed His transfiguration. It was most proper that 
those who had beheld Jesus upon Mount Tabor, in His majesty, encircled 
with glory, His face shining as the sun and adored by Moses and Elias, 
should behold Him in the depression of His human nature, cast down 
with grief, His face covered with gory sweat, that they who had heard the 
voice from heaven declaring, “This is my beloved Son,” should also hear 
the complaints and groans which that Son poured out to His Father. 
Had the garden scene been viewed by disciples who had not viewed the 
transfiguration scene, they could scarcely have preserved their faith un- 
shaken, could scarcely have avoided doubting whether this was indeed the 
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expected Messiah, the object of God’s paternal love. And now picture 
them to yourselves, following their Master and disappearing with Him 
among the trees, — what was their experience, what did they witness? 

As we put the accounts of the holy writers regarding the garden scene 
together, the one feature that impresses us is, that they use language in- 
comparably stronger than when they describe any other part of the suffer- 
ings of the Redeemer, and read in the original, they are even much more 
expressive than in our translation. Having entered the garden gates, it 
says: “He began to be sorrowful and sore amazed” and “very heavy.” 
Something indescribably depressing came over His spirit; an overpower- 
ing fear, a shuddering and horror, seizes hold upon Him, and He gives 
vent to His anguish: “My soul,” He says, “is exceeding sorrowful even 
unto death.” The disciples marked the change that came over Him and 
the words He spake, and wondered what was coming next. He then, as 
the record here says, withdraws Himself a stone’s cast from them, under 
the shades of those ancient olive trees with that Passion moon, by the 
side of the great rocks, — and what supplications they heard! Prostrating 
Himself first upon His knees, then upon His face, they view their Master 
rent with confused and insupportable anguish. His eyes are filled with 
tears, His lips utter strong and anguishing cries; usually so collected 
and calm, He seems utterly. unlike Himself. Then He comes back to them, 
like one who in His feebleness welcomes even the. slightest support and 
consolation, and speaks to them, not like a Master, but like one who is 
oppressed and in need of comfort: “Tarry ye here!” “Watch with me!” 
Do not leave me,— your presence is comfort. Whereupon He goes back, 
and prays, it says, more earnestly, with greater fervor and struggle than 
before. From His lips comes the plaintive cry: “Father, if it be possible, 
let this cup pass from me! “And still the picture heightens; the Evan- 
gelist adds: “And being in agony,” etc., v. 44. These convulsions of the 
soul, the violent agitations and laboring of His heart, break out in symp- 
toms of the body; and as the blood bursts its channels, oozing from the 
pores, it mingles with the sweat, and drops down in large black beads 
from His clammy brow, —and there, the disciples, unable to aid Him in 
His agony, had fallen asleep from fatigue and sorrow. What they then 
saw they never forgot — the marred visage of their beloved Master, those 
trickling sweat-drops. When we speak of the Gethsemane scene, we speak 
of it as “The Agony;” and such, indeed, it was. 


2. 


But why, we question, was our Lord thus agitated? What caused 
Him this amazement, this dejection, grief, and anguish? He was in a beau- 
tiful garden, in a delightful solitude, attended by beloved disciples express- 
ing their assurances of fidelity, — nothing that could interrupt the calm 
of His mind. It is true that amid the most propitious scenes conscience 
may excite the inward torment, but in Christ’s conscience nothing could 
be found to condemn, His conduct altogether was holy, His past actions 
were altogether pure and beneficent. Or was it, perhaps, the prospect of 
the cross, the fear of approaching suffering and death on Calvary, that 
convulsed Him? This, too, it could not have been. When the thorns 
wounded His sacred brow, when His hands and feet were pierced by the 
rugged nails, when cruel enemies tore His flesh, He uttered not one groan, 
shed not one tear, made no complaint. What then? There were several 
causes which, eonjeintly, produced this wonderful event. 

First, we would mention the withdrawal of God’s presence. What 
that fully means we cannot tell; but this we know that the presence of 
God means heaven, and the separation from God’s presence means hell. 
“Depart from me!” is the terrible sentence pronounced upon the inhabit- 
ants of the regions of woe, and though Christ experienced none of that 
despair which corrodes the soul of those wretched beings, but still pre- 
served His faith and confidence, yet, as far as separation from God con- 
stitutes one part of the punishment denounced against the sinner, Christ 
experienced it. This, then, Christ, as our Substitute, underwent. Myste- 
rious, indeed, it all is. Our human thoughts can never fathom the mean- 
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ing and the immensity of that agony; only He that bore it ever will. 
But this we may learn, that if the suspension and interruption of God’s 
presence could bend thus low Him, in whom dwelt the fullness of the God- 
head bodily, what gratitude do we owe to Him who in our stead bore, and 
delivered from us, such a dreadful experience! 

Again, a second cause of that garden agony. — The prophet tells us: 
“The Lord made the iniquities of us all to meet upon Him.” That was 
the purpose of His coming into this world, He was to become the pro- 
pitiation for the transgressions of the whole world; He was to pay for 
our sins, with His holy precious blood and with His innocent suffering 
and death. Here was the first installment of that payment. And this is 
what it meant: torture of soul, tears and convulsions and sighs, inex- 
plicable sorrow and bloody sweat! What a terrible thing sin must be to 
cause the Son of the Most High, God Himself, to thus writhe in the dust! 
Oh, the wormwood and the gall, the bitterness of sin, that thus filled the 
cup of God’s struggle! j 

And one other cause. — The Lord Himself tells us this. When enter- 
ing the garden, He said to His disciples: “The prince of the world cometh,” 
and when seized by the Jews, He says to them: “This is your hour and 
the power of darkness.” To destroy the works of the devil was one other 
purpose why the Son of God came into the world. At its close, now that 
the last grand effort of that ministry was to be made, the infernal enemy 
makes another onslaught. Rallying all his apostate forces, he hurls them 
against the citadel of our Savior’s soul. Think of the worst that Satan 
can do, — just that, and much worse than you can think, did the devil do, 
by way of evil suggestions. — These, then, are the causes of that agony. 
Human capacities cannot conceive, nor human language describe, the ex- 
tent and bitterness of these sufferings God endured for our salvation. 

Briefly yet a few instructions. — One of the masterpieces of modern 
art, Christ in Gethsemane, portraying the Man of Sorrow lying on His 
knees, His hands clasped in prayer, His face uplifted — who ever gazed 
with understanding upon that picture without being impressed? — We, 
His servants, too, have our Gethsemane, our seasons of disquietude and 
unrest, our times of sorrow, depression, and anguish of soul. What an 
inspiration at such moments to raise our eyes to that scene, reflecting 
that, though now exalted, He is still touched with a feeling of our in- 
firmities, and to receive comfort! — And lastly, of what must our hearts 
be made if they can remain insensible while considering that love which 
for our sakes submitted to such agonies as these! Who can be unaffected 
unless of adamant or stone? “This did I for thee, what dost thou for me?” 
Where is your appreciation? your devotion? your consecration to me and 
my cause? 

Mere drops of grief can ne’er repay 

The debts of love I owe; 

Here, Lord, I give myself away, — 

’Tis all that I can do. DaB: 


NA LE 
Mart. 26, 63—66. 

Our last meditation witnessed the agony of our Savior in the Garden 
of Gethsemane; this presents Him at the bar of the Jewish court. An 
assembly of high rank, a distinguished body of men, the council of the 
seventy rulers of Israel, called the Sanhedrin, the most venerable and 
awe-inspiring court in the whole world, composed of the princes and judges 
of God’s people, its representative scribes and priests, its most eminent 
doctors of the Law. The primary duty of these men: to settle the legal 
differences of the various tribes, to watch over the purity of doctrine and 
of divine service, and to maintain, in general, the observance of the ordi- 
nances of Jehovah among the people. Presiding over this court, its presi- 
dent and speaker: the high priest. Name of the present occupant: Caia- 
phas — meaning, The Rock. Not inappropriate; cold, heartless, unyielding 
was he, like a rock. By intrigue and unprincipled cunning he had suc- 
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ceeded for eighteen years in keeping his place against every rival, and 
woe unto the men that dared oppose his plans! Into the presence of this 
man they now lead a prisoner. Slowly —for His hands are bound, as 
though He were a desperate criminal — He enters the Hall of Judgment. 
We recognize Him at a glance. It is the Rabbi from Nazareth. What? 
He here? We can vividly imagine how, after futile attempts to secure 
Him, the eyes of these Jewish rulers glistened at having at last gotten 
this long-coveted victim within their clutches. 


CHRIST BEFORE CAIAPHAS. 
1. The confession. 2. The effect. 


1 


It was evident that this body of men had not come together to try this 
Prisoner, but to condemn Him. But they were a court, in fact, the highest 
in the land. Some show of legality and courtly justice there must be in 
the matter. To conviet a man without as much as hearing the charges 
preferred against him and securing evidence, this even men blinded with 
devilish hatred knew could never pass. And here was the difficulty — to 
secure such evidence. Truth counting in the matter they would find 
none; of the opposite kind there was overwhelming abundance, but this 
they desired not, and so, not behind our times in offering inducements 
and bribes, they, the judges of the Law, broke the Law by suborning two 
men to testify against the Prisoner. However, as is more fully set forth 
in these previous verses, to their unutterable chagrin, the witnesses agreed 
not, — rather hopelessly entangled themselves in their testimony, — and, 
what is worst of all, the Prisoner remains absolutely silent; to all that 
is said and argued He answered with never a word. Now, it was evident 
that in order to condemn, the defendant had to avow his guilt or his in- 
nocency. . But to what should He vow His innocency or guilt? Nothing 
had been settled as to the charges. At such a rate no progress could be 
made. No specific charges, no answer from the Prisoner! For the rulers, 
and especially for their leader, it was a sorry and uncomfortable predica- 
ment. But since necessity is the mother of invention, the wily high priest 
contrived a shrewd plan for conviction. He knew perfectly well, as the 
chief church officer of the land, what the Prisoner at the bar had so often 
and emphatically taught'and claimed concerning Himself. If he could 
succeed at this juncture, and before all these assembled witnesses, in in- 
ducing Him to make a similar confession, the case would be won. Accord- 
ingly, he rises from his seat, and with a judicial mien and solemnity of 
voice he says: V.63. To analyze a little more: he calls upon the Prisoner 
to give these judges now assembled clear and positive answer whether He 
was the Christ, the Anointed of the Lord, the Messiah, whose coming the 
prophets had predicted, and of whom the fathers had foretold, and for 
whom the Jewish nation was waiting. He calls upon the Man standing 
before him in mortal frame to state whether He was, as He had contended, 
the Son of God, and in order to increase the significance of the answer 
to be given, he puts Him under an oath; he “adjures Jesus by the living 
God” to tell them, etc. The greatest, the most momentous question ever 
asked by mortal lips. On the answer hung the destiny of the world, the 
fate and the faith of the ages, the salvation of man, the evidence and hope 
of the Church. Hitherto the Savior had kept silence; had He kept silence 
to this, reflect what would have been the consequence! Then Caiaphas 
and the entire Jewish people would be perfectly justified before God and 
man to say: “How can you believe in such a one? When He was solemnly 
called upon by the representative court of our people to profess Himself 
as the Messiah, He declined to answer.” Unbelievers would be perfectly 
justified to place their finger upon this passage and to say: “Here, when 
the occasion came for the Rabbi of Nazareth to affirm His hasty and 
sweeping assertion that He was the Son of God, in solemn assembly under 
oath, He wrapped Himself up in undignified silence.” Yea, if Christ had 
refused answer at that moment, His whole person and His whole Passion 
would be to us a great and inexplicable mystery. Heaven and earth and 
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hell, men and angels and demons, Old Testament and New, were bent in 


anxious suspense to hear the answer. And what did He answer? Reso- — 


lutely, unequivocally, without reservation or modification, He answers, 
“Thou hast said, I am.” “I am the Messiah, I am the Son of God.” What 
an answer by a poor, defenseless man, standing as a criminal on trial for 
his life! He accepted the oath by which the high priest adjured Him; 
He swore before God and man that He was the Christ, the Son of God, 
and with this oath upon His lips He went to the cross and sealed His 
confession with His heart’s blood. Nor did He end His reply with the 
short: “I am.” He adds a majestic statement: v. 64, as if to say: At 
present I am in your power, a helpless prisoner, apparently forsaken and 


forgotten by the living God, but hereafter, “from now on,” when you think ~ 


you shall have become rid of me, you will see me in the full possession 
of my authority. 
2. 

And what was the effect? Like a clap of thunder out of a clear sky 
the solemn answer fell upon the assembly. In overacted horror the high 
priest rent his garments and cried: v. 65. “What think ye?” Whereupon 
the whole assembly, as with one voice, taking the word from his lips, ex- 
claims aloud, “He is guilty of death!” 

We shall here rest the story and go back once more to the words of 
the Savior. Every word that proceeded from His lips, all that He spake, 
is significant for us; but a special significance attaches to this testimony 
of His before Caiaphas. Ask any Jew this day why Jesus of Nazareth 
was condemned to death, and without the least hesitation he will answer 
you: “Because He called Himself the Son of God, and thereby blasphemed 
the God of our people.” Accordingly, no alternative: either you must 
exclaim with Caiaphas: He has sinned, ete., or you must confess with 
Christ’s Apostle: “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Every 
other position is untenable. To make and speak of Him as one of the greatest 
of all prophets, the wisest of all His people, the most pure and immaculate 
of mankind, is most insufficient and a falsehood. Either He was what He 
here declared Himself to be. under oath, or He was— God forbid the 
thought! — a hypocritical deceiver, an ignoble pretender — a blasphemer. — 
As to what He was, there can be no difficulty to determine; no unpreju- 
diced mind that has ever given the matter thought and closer study, that 
has become acquainted with His blessed doctrine and with the incidents 
of His life and suffering and with the history of His Church, can resist 
the conviction that this person was indeed the Son of God, nor gainsay 
that conviction without feeling the judgment already set in his heart and 
conscience; and if you have never realized this conviction, may this scene 
at the Jewish court stamp it upon your mind with undoubted clearness 
and positiveness and constrain you to confess, “I know in whom I believe.” 

As to the second part of Christ’s reply —was this fulfilled? The 
Jews, through their representative court, rejecting their Messiah, pro- 
nounced upon Him their own doom. It was only a few hours afterwards 
when the sun refused to shine, complete darkness covered the earth, and 
the veil in the temple was rent in twain from top to bottom, indicating 
that the glory of its services was departed. It was only a few days after- 
ward when the message of dread spread through the streets of Jerusalem: 
“The condemned and crucified is risen again!” It was only a few weeks 
afterward when a rushing mighty wind came down from heaven, and 
a Church was established which took the place of degenerated Judaism. 
It was only a few years afterward when the Roman legions besieged the 
Holy City, entered it on every side, and left not until all Jerusalem sank 
in desolate ruin and ashes, and its children went wandering, fugitives and 
vagabonds over the earth. It was not an idle threat; it has been, and 
on that last day will be, realized to its widest extent. O for the majesty 
of that Prisoner, the truthfulness of His confession and prophecy! Re- 
member that for our sake He stood there as a prisoner — made that con- 
fession — was pronounced guilty of death. Knowing who He was, what 
He did, let us, then, not be ashamed of Him! As He confessed for us, so 
let us confess Him! L. B. 


